The peripherin gene maps to mouse chromosome 15.
We have mapped the mouse peripherin gene, Prph, to chromosome 15 by means of Southern analysis of a panel of Chinese hamster/mouse somatic cell hybrids using a rat peripherin cDNA probe. Peripherin is a recently characterized type III intermediate filament expressed in the peripheral and the central nervous system. Although its exact function is not known, peripherin is likely to be involved in the neuronal cytoskeleton, a role it shares with other intermediate filaments, such as the neurofilament proteins. The intermediate filament gene family is believed to have evolved via gene duplication and dispersal throughout the genome; these processes have resulted in clusters of intermediate filament genes on specific chromosomes and conservation of these chromosomal locations among mammalian species.